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KSU also was the only college in Georgia recognized for its efforts 
to help freshmen acclimate to the rigors of college life. For the sixth 
consecutive year, KSU’s First-Year Experience program was cited as a 
“Program to Look For” by the magazine.

 
“We are so pleased to be the only institution in Georgia honored for 

our first-year initiatives,” said Keisha Hoerrner, chair of the department 
of First-Year Programs. “As the newest academic department at KSU, the 
faculty and staff of our First-Year Programs are honored by this validation 
of our continuing efforts to serve incoming students.”

In the case of Kennesaw State, students who take the first-year 
program KSU 1101 –– designed to acquaint first-time, first-year students 
and transfer students with fewer than 30 credit hours with the campus and 
its programs –– have a 79 percent one-year retention rate.

 
This is the seventh consecutive year that the magazine has published 

its “Programs to Look For”,  a list of schools with outstanding examples of 
academic programs that are commonly linked to student success.

  
Students who take that course within a learning community are 

retained at an even higher rate of 82 percent, compared to a 70 percent 
retention rate among students who do not take the course. u
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KENNESAW DEVELOPMENT
(continued from page 1)

A Sheraton Five Points four-story hotel will occupy another building.  The ground 
level of the hotel will have a lobby and a dining room and retail space that will 
front to the sidewalk.  A two-story retail structure parallel to the hotel will be 
connected by a pedestrian bridge.  The ground level will be retail and at either end 
will be two-story restaurants.  The rest of the second level will be conference and 
meeting space associated with the hotel.

The two smaller buildings will be retail and restaurants.  “The goal is to start the 
foundation work this month and have all four buildings substantially complete by 
the end of the year,” explained Fox.  

While it has not yet been revealed which restaurants will open, they will be unique 
establishments, not casual-dining chains.  “One restaurant is actually a fast food 
place, but it’s a brand new concept.  This will be the first location of what they 
hope will be a chain and franchise of healthy fast-food,” Fox said.

Other projects that Columns developers are pursuing down the road are to have 
two or three mid-size stores such as an organic fresh foods market and a children’s 
play place.

Fox assured that Kennesaw Due West Road will be finished with improvements 
before this project is opened.  “Additional lanes will be built for turn lanes, and 
the intersection and the road are being improved.”

Fox is optimistic that The Columns Kennesaw can only lead to better things.  
“We’re excited about the project and think it will have a halo effect for the whole 
41 corridor through Kennesaw.”  If Fox is correct, we will be seeing more high-
quality developments all along the Kennesaw portion of Highway 41. u
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